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Dear Families,

As you have probably seen in the news, another measles exposure occurred at O’Hare International
Airport last month. The contagious individual was a 4-year-old unvaccinated child.

We, along with the overwhelming majority of our nation’s physicians, are deeply concerned about the
risk of another measles outbreak when we see a headline like this one. High rates of community
vaccination for measles are extremely effective at preventing the spread of infection. However, it only
takes a slight drop in our herd immunity to allow the measles virus to spread like wildfire. Measles is
particularly insidious because infected persons are contagious for up to 4 days before they develop the
telltale rash, and the virus can remain airborne for up to 2 hours after the person has left the area. A
community’s measles vaccination status is critical for both the protection of the vulnerable and the ability
to provide care in an office setting.

We are sending this communication to share an important update to our office vaccine policy:

Effectively immediately, we will not be accepting any new patients who are over the age of
15 months old who are medically eligible for, but unvaccinated with, the MMR vaccine.

Any existing, eligible patients will have until January 1, 2026, to catch up on MMR
vaccination or will be dismissed from our practice at that time.

If your child is one of our few patients who is eligible for the MMR vaccine but has not yet been
vaccinated, our staff will be reaching out to help you schedule an appointment with a provider to answer
any questions you may have and to offer you this very important immunization.

Please take a moment to review the Lakeview Pediatrics Vaccine Policy and Procedures attached
here. We value the opportunity to answer your questions, and we take seriously our responsibility to
provide your family with both accurate information and access to safe care for your child.

Your Physicians at Lakeview Pediatrics

Lakeview Pediatrics Vaccine Policy

Lakeview Pediatrics Immunization Schedule
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https://lakeviewpediatrics.net/getattachment/Alerts/Vaccine-Policy/2025-Vaccine-Policy.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://lakeviewpediatrics.net/Services/Immunizations

